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PREFACE 



In the last part of tilts work we examined the figure of 
the Dying and Reviving God it appear* iti iho Oriental 
religions of classical antiquity. With the present Instalment 
of TJff Oalsifu JSaugk we pur^Eie the nmf theme In Other 
rtsigiens and airtodiq: elbur races. Passing brodt Lite Hast tu 
Europe »¥ begin with the rdigtnn of .w.icm Greece, whteh 
cmludics iLl. llu.v I’ftLLiilJar eCmn-jlion i:l two Lyoived examples, 
the vine-gm) Dionyvuj and Lite corJi'^oddus? Persephone, 
with her mother and duplicate Dcciieier. Both of LIiems 
G r^ek dlvinfiic* are personi Petitions of cultivated plants, and 
a consideration of them naturally luudx us on <o itivestiigjice 
similar personifications elsewhere. Now of all tlic plants 
which men have artificially reared for I he s^ike of food the 
oereats stu On the whole the most impcutaiU ; therefore ir 5-: 
ftftltral that the religion OF primitive ftgricuttuial communities 
shunld he deeply mloitrod by Hue principal OMUpalEcul OF 
thcJf lives, the cans or the com. lienee the Frequency with 
which t|s figures oF the t'cmi-mcdhex ;mcl Cam - maiden, 
answering to the Dnmeter and Persephone of ancient Greece, 
meet its- in nther parts of tile wnritl, and rn>t least of all cm 
the harvest -fields of modern Europe, Bui edible roots iis 
well as «n*ls have been cultivated by many raccs^ especially 
in the tropical regions, ua a subs idJuiy ur oren or ,l pnnrijjaE 
nwana of subsistence ; and accordingly they too enter Janjdy 
Into the religious iduas of the peoples win* hve by them. 
Yet In ibe case of tlic id£>ia,s«ch as yams, taro, and potatoes, 
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the concept'bn of the Dying e<nri Reviviitg God appeSrt to 
fippiH? prflrnjnfcntSy [hart in the case of the crrfetlSj per- 
haps for (lit simple reason that while Iht growth ar.il decay 
of the one sort of fruit ro on above- ground for nil to see, the 
siimLuj prcHStiSes of the Other arc bidrtun ucuicr ground and 
therefore strike the popu]fii iuujiiution less foetibiy, 

Hwvsflg surveyed the variations of our main, theme ifaou-g 
Etc agricultural rioS of mankind, we prosecute the enquiry 
amOtig tavagies who remain more or loss com pleteiy in the 
hunting, fishing, and pftfrtorfti slJLgea of society. The 
motive which leads She primitive husbandman to adore the 
«rfH or the fonts, induces the primitive hunter, fowler, fisher, 
□r herdsman to adore tlw twasti birds, or fishes which furnish 
him with the means of subsistence,. To him the conception 
of the death of Etc-ss worshipful beings i s naturally presented 
with singular frn-ce and distinctness ; tin&i it Is no figurative 
or allegorical death, no (Kjelitil embroidery thrown over the 
sfceSetcn] f but the real death, the rnM stcfllKfoUj that con- 
stantly thrusta it?cSf Hnportu nately on hh, attention. And 
strongs ilk it may stem to us fiuilbed moio. the notion of 
the immortality and even ™ tht rrourrcetloo of the- (ourer 
animals appears to he almost" as familiar to the savage and 
to he accepted by hint with nearly as unwavering a frith as 
the obvious latt of tiwif death and destruction, For the most 
part he assumes as a matter of eoucS* that the souls of tfea J 
an [mala survive their debase ;, hence much Of the thought 
nf the savage hunter cs devoted to the problem of how he can 
beat appease the naturally [fieenyid ghosts of his victims SO 
M to proven* them from doing him a mischief. Tbia refusal 
of the anvage to recognise in death a ft ml cessation of the 
vital process, this unquestioning faith in the unbroken On- 
tfauily (if all life, id a fsiel that has not yet received the 
attention which it seems to mru-H from enquirers into 
the cnnx'Jtlidon nf the human ElliM as well art :iUU the- 
history of religion. In the foltowfrsg pages [ have collected 
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t'rf thf* curious faith . 1 must teave if to others to 
n[pprjipg= them. 

Thus fin (hr whole wn irr cnrwc'flrnftd In these YnliimrtS 
.with the reverence or worship paid by men to ihn natural 
FescoifCCS from which they draw their nut rSiJie.nl., both vfege- 
tibfc and an-luiaE. That they should invest these KwurKt 
with on BtEnDspbcTir of wonder an-d awe, often indeed wiih-a 
halo cl divinity, -s f.o matter for surprise-.. The circle of 
htituin knowledge, illuminated by tEir pile cold Sigh; of 
rcaso::, tS3Q Infinitesimally smafl, Che dark, regions of human 
lgnjorstfioe which iie beyond that luminous ring Are Sb 
measn rably vast, that imagination fs fain to step up to the 
border Einc and send the warm, richly coloured beams of her 
fairy lantern -streaming out into tte darknes* ■ and so h 
peering into the gloom, she is apt to JHiislafre the shadowy 
reil-Edjor.s of her own figure for tea] beings iTitoving 1 iu 
the aliyhi. In altott. few .men are sensible of the sharp 
line that divides (he Inpwit finm tin; unkftuwn ; to outset 
■men ft is a bajy botvlerianrl where pe r-rseptiosa and cnstcen- 
tiati lr.elt JudEssolubiy into one. Hene-u Lu the savage the 
ghcKtn -nf dead animus and men, with which hi= Lm^ginaLser, 
peoples the void, arc hardly Lews real than the solid shapes 
which the living animals and men present to hii senses - r 
eiid bis thoughts uid activities are nearly as much absurL«aS 
by the one as by the other. Of him it may be «ud with 
gierSiaps cv-zn greater truth chan of his civilised toother, 
"Whttl shadow* wc arp, and what ihacfowi we pursue 1 " 

But having said sn much in this book of the misty g o:y 
which the humart Imagination sheds rmttud the hard rtUiteriaL 
realities of the food supply, ] :i$n unwilling to leave my 
readers under the impression,. natural but errcm*Oll% thAi, 
man has created most of his god* out of his belly. That is 
nut Sp at least that is rot my reading of the history of 
religion, Arecmg (he vkihle, sarLgihk, perceptible dements 
by which be is surrounded— -and it is only of these that E 
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presume to apeak — there are others than the tnttely nulrj- 
tioiis which haw carted a poi*vrful infineeee in touching 
his imagination and stimulating i«.Es energies, anil so have 
contributed to build up the complex fabric of religion. To 
the juewivBtwn of the species the i eproductivc faculties 
are no ic^o csstmtijil Utan the nutritive j and with theua At 
rater on a very difleront sphere of thought and frcEing h (a 
wtl, the relalfuii tif the kkc* tu each other., with all the 
depths cf tenderness and all the infrid 3 .te prubkfn* vrticti 
5h*t mysterious rtUtiftn involve-;, The study or the various 
forms, some gross and palpable* S&m« subtle and elusive, in 
wbsdi "his von it! instinct baa moulded the ntiEgiouv eon. 
seiouseess of our race,, ]* on? of the nldst interesting as it k 
one Of tire most difficult and delicate tasks, v/liirh a ail;: the 
future historian r-tHgkni. 

But the influence which Ihe &Vx.e* esert on each other, 
intimate &nH profound as it has heen and must at way* k 

far indeed ham exhausting llie forces pf Attraction by which 
mankind ins Imimi! together in society, The need of mutiul 
protection, the econotsEe advantages; of vu- operation, the 
corvtagmn -of example, the cormnunlcalhm of knowledge, the 
g-rcat ideas that radiate from gre^t minds, lake shafts nf Light 
froiri high lowers,— thcjn; and uiany other things combine to 
draw men into corafmmltfej, to drill them into regiments* 
and 1o set i/hem marching on the mad of pre^re^s with a 
coventrated farce to which iht ioosc skirni issuers of mere 
anarchy and individualism can is ever hope to oppose a per- 
manent tesfit&nct. Hence when we consider how intimately 
humanity depends on society (Of* many of the boons which 
it pikes :rj.ijst highly, we shall probably ndmil that or all 
the farces open to rwr observation which have shaped 
human destiny the influence of man on man is by far the 
gTcateat, If that is so, it seems to follow that Aiiwrng the 
heEsig-^ resi ur inagiitiijr, which the religious imagination 
baa clothed with the attributes of divinity, human spirits ore 
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|ik«ly to p!ay a mere important part titan the spErtts d" 
ailin' :i-s, or : nnr^m ;i L« r:l v I heMs-vc: [halt n. 

xn- i-fiil exasiiErii'. Liutt -of the evidence, whkh hut atiLE to be 
ondprU^cn h will mu firm this wroclnuon - ,md that if we 
c-Jtild fiTticily interrogate the phantoms tyIiuiSs ".Lit himniii 
nuir^ baa conjured wp wt cf the depths of its boltomSess 
jjjiictar.n^ ilcilL e.tshrfsied lh deities in the dfni ILghr of 
ttfBpdes,, wc shnuSd find that the majority < j \ them have 
Jxcji rtOlhhsg’ Vat the ghoEt. 1 ; of dead nvsn, Hcrfiraver, lo 
SSy this is rfCccssSsrdy to APtidpate the result of future 
research ; and ff in saying it I have sutured So make a 
jioeiiwtsuc, which like ah predictions is Liable to be falsified 
by the event, I hiiVfl dbil* SO only from a fair iiit, without 
sems ^uett A-srininc, the numerous facts recorded in these 
vntuntes might Send tlftmseives to ^n. exaggerated climate 
oT their uk-h importance and hence to a misinterpretation 
and distortion of bitlOfy. 
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CHAPTER 1 

DIONYSUS 

In the preceding part of this wotk wc .-jw that in anti- 
quity the civilised nations oF western Asia and Egypt 
pictured to themselves the changes of the seasons, and 
particularly the annual growth and decay of vegetation, 
as episodes jn the Life of gods, whose mourn ftil death 
ashl happy rcsarteclion Llt-ty celebrated with dramaiic 
ritei of alternate larmutalion and LejoieJng. ftut if the 
celelwatiact in form dramatic, it was in substance 

magical ; lhat i* to say, ft was intended, tin I he ] wind tits 
eF (iymfatSiettt magic, to ensure the hernial regeneration L:f 
plant and the multiplication af animals, which had aterned. 
to- he menaced by Ihe crtroaH^ of winter, fa the indent 
world, however, such ideas and such rite* w**? try no means 
corsfiotid to the tkiental peoples of Bdrylon and Syria, 
of Phrygii and Egypt- they were sot a product gretuhr to 
the regions mysticism of the dreamy tail, bail vtm shared 
by !l>e Tices of lirdicr Fancy and more ni-ereiirial tempera- 
nKAtwbo inhabited the shores and islands of the Aegean, 
We need not, with, some eirquirenS iu ancient and nrydorti 
times, suppose that these Western peoples borrowed from 
Hue older civilisation of Hie Orient the coiKepSkm of the 
Pying and Kavividg God, together with the sohjfrtn ritual , 
jn ufhiclL that OMiOvpIiOn was dramatically &ti forth before 
the eyca'of tit? worshippers- More probably the resemblance 
which uiay !be trae?d in this respect between the; religions of 
th-e East and the W<.-Ft is no more than what we commonly,. 
th.™agb incurreedy, call a fcnluEiou* coincidence, the effect of 
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